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SOUTH COVENTRY IN THE TROLLEY ZONE
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j lines in the midst of the panic. A

, ,, ..o.. o. ..uuiebs was ujvuteii to
I the dis-ussi- of th? recent session of

THE OPENING OF THE NEW- - TROLLEY LINEv
the general assembly.- -

From a to 6 p. m. there was another
band concert. Various amusements
and refreshments were then sought.

the ger.nral assembly tlte township wil
j named a Vvfciury. ...

Nathaniel Rust and soma others et-tl- ed

in .the town about the year 170".
In the spring of 170S there came a
number of guod householders from
Northampton-- , Essex county,- Mass.,
Hartford. Conn., Heading and Lancas-
ter. Aluss., Slonington, Killingworth,

j Windham. Conn., and some other
I towns. The region was then a pasture

ground for- - the horses of Hartford,
These horses were branded and turned
loose injo. the wilderness to the east.
The town was laid olf six miles square
Ort. 11, 170.". Tin- first survey of land
was made April S, 170K, by Mr. Caleb

Significantly Celebrated by the Peopl: A lird' Lye Visw of the Flace arid Other
Illustrations of Fublic Interest. -

Krom 5 to 7 p. m., dancing; fro"i i to j

S p. m.. band concert: frcm 8 to 9 j

d. in., display of fireworks; and from
9 p. m. on dancing again completed the
day.

Best of Order Preserved.
Excellent order was preserved j

throughout the day unci evenms by
this detail of police: Officers McArthur.
Grady. Paullius and Weeks. vh were
especially assiened to riii'ty at the
of the festivities by Oapt. K. H. Rich-
mond of the Willimantic police force.

fore known chiefly as the birthplace of
that martyred sp1-

- Nathan Hale, nest-
ling on the hills and in tho pretty
vales easterly from Wangumbaug lake,
is particularly well endowed with al-

most unlimited natural advantages that
when more fully developed must sure-
ly rival many of our famed cities
.throughout tho length and breadth of
the land. Timbered highlands and fer-
tile valleys ara in abundance and Mill
brook, that is fed from the unfailing
waters of Wangumbaug lake, so winds
around in its course as to permit many
varied industries ample power, be-

cause of its wonderful fall, varying
from 14 to 4 feet.

Prior to 1675 the Indians used the:
land of what is now the town of Cov-

entry as a hunting ground. It was
annually burned over to give

' fresh
feeding places for wild animals, thus
providing food for the Mohegans. Tim
land was in this way denuded of tim-
ber, so that it is said w lien the tow n
was hr?t settled an ox cart could he
driven over the young timber lands
which had sprung up since the yearly
fires of the Indians had ceased. In tho
early part of the year l7ii Joshua,
third son of Unras. chief of the Mohe-
gans, made a will In which he be-

queathed to Capt. Joseph Fitch of.
Windsor and to fifteen others all the
tract of land which includes the pres-
ent towns of South Windsor. Bolton,
Vernon. Andover, Ilehron, Coventry,
Mansfield. Hampton and Chaplin. This
donation was approved- by the genera)
assembly. '

The legatees conveyed their rights,
so far as the town of Coventry was
concerned, to William Pitkin, Joseph
Talcott, Willium Whiting and Richard
Lord, to be a committee to lay out the
township and settle on the lands. This
committee was appointed by the gen-
eral assembly, on May 9, 1706. On Oct.
11. 1711. this eommittee was reappoint-
ed, and Nathaniel Rust, who had al-

ready settled on the lands, was added
to the committee, to carry into execu-
tion the primary designs of the original
appointment. At the name session ot

HISTORIC TOWN OF

, SOUTH COVENTRY.

Known Chiefly as Birthplace of Nathan
Hale Yet Has Splendid Natural Ad-

vantages Which Will Be Enhanced
by New Trolley Lire Brief Sketch
of Its Growth from Time of Indians
to the Present.

impossible to get a seat on any of the
cara that plied to and from the beau-
tiful suburb near historic Wangum-bau- g

lake, upon whose shores tho big
celebration was held. It is impossible
to accurately estimate the hundreds
upon hundreds of people who were at
the lake and in South Coventry Thurs-
day, but some idea may be gained when
the returns have been made to the
Connecticut company and checked up
today. Cars were run as often as they
could make the trip, without any par-
ticular adherence to schedule.

At Lakeside Park.
.Lakeside park was where the most

of the pleasures of the day and even-
ing were enjoyed. A bandstand had
been erected and here Wheeler's
American band of this city, Charles N.
C. Wheeler director, rendered three line
concerts during the afternoon and
evening. From the statid the singing
and speechmaking was also given.

The adjoining grove afforded a nat-
ural amphitheater and was liberully
supplied with seats for pleasure seek-
ers. Amusements at the park com-
prise a merry-go-roun- d, shooting gal-
lery, picture galleries dance pavilion,
power boats and many other devices
that go with the ideal pleasure resort.

A Grand Success.
Kverything was very successfully

carried out. The speechmaking and
singing was particularly good, the con-
certs were excellent, the tireworks that
were arranged for by Fred D. Jordan,

South Coventry HaiJ, without doubt,
the biggest day in Its history Thurs-
day, when practically 'thavholo popu-ktio- n

turned out and..unitedwith the
)itizfciis of Willimantic iand countless
ther visitors to therougbly.snjoy the

Ha borate prefrramme'iarraned for'the
irolley celebration by the committee
irom the Willimantic Board ot Trade

Busine8 Men's 'association, of
vhich (ieorpe E. Stiles --was chairman,
fiverything was successfully carried
ut with all the attendant flestlvitiea

tnd whoieseme enjoyment.
In Holiday Gar1.

Coventry did herself proud. Most of
thu public buildings, business places
end nearly all of the residences along
the main street of the village Were
t'liiiy attired in holiday garb of flags,
bunting and Japanese lanterns that
hud been artistically arranged by dec-
orators from Providence and Williman-
tic. The town presented a lively spec-
tacle of color and animation all day
and the lights at night oniy served to
enhance the beauty of the pleasing as-

pect. In the city the Murray building
was decorated with flags, as were a
number of the other business blocks
along the street, for Coventry was by
no means alone in the Joy of celebrat-
ing an event that means so much to
her and -- to. the city of Willimantic.

Trolleys Taxed to Capacity.
D'uring .the forenoon hours the cars

were tilled and after the stores in the
city, were closed at noon it was almost

furnished by C. D. Holt of Xw Haven
and set oil in iharge of one of his
competent experts on the laud of the
Wangumbuug Lake Land assocIaUon-acros- s

the cove, were also in keeping
with tlie high quality of the entire
day's proceedings. Best of a!l, every-
body enjoyed themselves in the ex-
treme and report one grand big time.

The Programme.
"

The programme as rendered follows:
2 to 3 p. m., band concert; 3 to 5 p. m.,
literary exercises. Senator W.L. Hig-gi-

of Soutty. Coventry presided and
delivered a most cordial address of
welcome. He then introduced the
other speakers aud numbers on the
programme in this order: Response to
welcome. Mayor Daniel P. Dunn of
Willimantic; tenor solo. E. J. Downey,
accompanied hy Ii. H. Josselyn, renderr
ing "If I Had a Thousand Lives;" sd
dress, C. Rufus Harte, in behalf of the
Connecticut company; brief remarks.
Governor-ele- ct Walter E. Clark of the
territory of Alaska; song, "Under the
Star Spangled Banner," Mr. Downey,
accompanied by Mr. Josselyn. written
by the latter especially for the occa-
sion; address of the day by Hon.
George B. Chandler of Rocky Hill.

He outlined. the history of the agita-
tion which resulted in the construction
of the lines between Hartford and
Middletown, Hartford and Bloomfleld
and Willimantic and Coventry by the
Connecticut company and compliment-
ed the railroad on its enterprise ' in
undertaking the construction. o these

While not as old as some towfis in
the thirteen original polonies from

Stanley, colony surveyor. , The town
was laid off into UK allotments by the
committee above mentioned.

The lirst proprietors, fifteen In
number, each received five allotments
and three allotments were reserved for
th? support 'f religion and schools.
The town was Incorporated at the ses-
sion of' the general assembly in May,
1712. The settlement of the town Is
usuallv dated from 1709. when, as be-
fore stated, there arrived quite a num-
ber of families from tlie towns men-
tioned hereintofore.

At tin time there were but two
towns in what Js now Tollantf ounty.
namelv, Mansneld, settled In 1703, and
Hebron, settled In 174.

The first house In the town feme to
have been built by one Samuel Blrcn-ar- d.

on the southerly side of Wangum-
baug lake, which means dew water.'
according to the history of Tolland
county, near the house now owned by
Henry F. Dimock, which, was at one
time occupied by his father, the late
Dr. Timothy Dimock. who was a well
known practicing- - physician up to-t- h

early '70's. ' .

In the valley of tho Hop river, near-th-

house known as the Cyril Parker
place, there was a regular village ot
savages. . . .

For approximately thirty years tho
religioirg oomfnijjjlty va embraced In
what 'is known as "the First church

1,'oiuUnucd on Pdge Eleven.)
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w hich these glorious United States had
their origin, South Coventry is one of

the three oldest towns in whut is now
Tolland county and has aontributed her
quota toward the present renown of
this incomparable nation and numbers
among her honored dead some of the
most illustrious names in the nation's
history, and now that she has been
more firmly placed upon the map by
the advent of the trolley she is des-
tined, to a still more thrifty growth
and will forge to the front rank of the
thriving towns of the state with re-
markable strides.

Tho picturesque little town, hereto


